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nated by various circumstances.   Therefore, the immediate defi-
nition of swaraj is "Dominion Home Rule'*.

Mr. Gandhi was asked whether he would advise the abandonment of
obstructive tactics with particular reference to Bengal*

"If there is an expressed desire for a Ministry when the Bengal Council
next meets, would you advise the Council as a whole to oppose it?" Gandhiji
replied with a smile:

I would prefer not to answer that question. I would like Ben-
gal not to be despondent, not to lose faith, because that would be
betrayal of the great leader who has passed away. I know that
he believed often, when there was absolutely no valid reason for
belief, and yet his belief was justified by events. No good cause
has ever prospered by taking a despondent view.

Bengal has great imagination and it has got great powers
of endurance, as I have discovered during my tour. I would ask
them to add to this an inexhaustible faith and all will be well.

Incidentally, Mr. Gandhi said that he regarded it as a privilege to be by
the side of Mrs. Das at this juncture. She was bearing her grief nobly.

He also paid a tribute to the young men who helped him in the crowd
at Mr, Das's funeral.

I might certainly have been crushed to atoms, were it not for
their strong arms. This was particularly the case at the burn-
ing-ghat.

The Searchlight, 24-6-1925
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[Before June 24, 192 ff]

Mr. Gandhi, when informed of the reported result of the conversations
[in England] between Lord Reading and Lord Birkenhead, said:

The statement, if true, would not surprise me, because I did
not expect anything better. However, it will create a sensariou
in India and deeply hurt the feelings, not .merely of the Swaraj
Party, but of all parties. Personally, I do not understand what the
meaning of Indianization having gone far enough means.

The Searchlight, 24-6-1925